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Home Office

 By: Meredith Erickson
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As you begin to plan your home office space, consider the questions below 

to guide your decision making. Our home office spaces are unique reflections 

of our personalities. For inspiration we have provided three spaces full of 

personal style and decor. Good luck and have fun!   

•	 Does the office need to be centrally located with access for your family? 	
Converting an unused dining room or living room is a great option.

•	 Are you craving a drop spot and lap top space? Think about adding a surface in the 
mudroom/laundry room or re-designing a hall closet for storage and a drop spot.

•	 Do you need a space with less distractions or a tranquil out of the way space? 	
A spare bedroom becomes multifunctional as an office and guest space. 

•	 Think outside the box if you don’t have a ‘traditional’ office space. Remember a 
desk and chair can fit under a window, next to a bed, or be tucked behind a sofa 	
(I love a desk behind a sofa in the family room, it’s perfect spot to sit down with 	
a laptop and/or work on a project). 

1 Tranquil Bedroom Space
If your home lacks a designated home office, then set-up an office in a  

bedroom. Create an efficient work space with a few key pieces; a desk,  

chair, shelves, and storage. The trick is making sure all of the elements  

of the room (style, furniture, finishes, color 

palette) are consistent with each other so the 

office area doesn’t scream ‘workspace’. In 

this bedroom office the overall eclectic style 

of the room is continued in the desk area.

•	 A large vintage table as the desk—plenty 	
of room for laptop and layout space.

•	 Fun rattan desk chair adds texture.

•	 The yellow file cabinet is tucked under 	
the table for color.

•	 A collage wall of art adds visual interest 	
and inspiration along the large desk wall.

•	 Distressed metal bins and wood containers 
become storage pieces for office supplies but 
keep the ‘collected’ feeling of the overall space. 

•	 Easy access to the open storage containers 
keep all items within an arm’s reach while 
working at the table-desk.

�Use vintage treasures 
as useful organizers & 
storage solutionsTip: 

Looking for that perfect spot to call your home  
office? Work-friendly spaces come in all shapes  
and sizes from the corner of a bustling kitchen  
to a distraction-free zone in a quiet bedroom. 
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2 Hardworking Home Office
A traditional first floor office-space in this center hall colonial was transformed into a hard-working home office for a creative  

professional. This busy entrepreneur needed a highly organized space—a place for everything. The overall design focuses on 

functionality with specific solutions to achieve the best use of the space. In the place of freestanding furniture, built-in cabinetry 

offers many functional storage options within the smaller footprint of this room. Always remember to personalize! An important 

element to a business home office is to make it comfortable and welcoming every day—for many hours a day!

•	 Tons of closed storage to include an out of sight spot for the printer.

•	 Spacious file drawers.

•	 Counter-top cabinet to tuck away office supplies.

•	 A corner desk creates generous countertop space for laying 	
out projects and truthfully, being a little messy!

Not all built-ins need to be custom. Kitchen style cabinets from 
a big-box store or ikea are a great budget-friendly resourceTip: 

2

•	 Incorporate family mementos into the space—in this office a 	
vintage typewriter  and portrait drawing are family heirlooms.

•	 Add a graphic element with favorite inspirational quotes/words. 

•	 Fill the space with light. Natural light from windows, decorative 
lighting for a bit of detail, and most importantly task lighting at 	
the desk area. 
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3 Carve Out an Office in Unexpected Spaces
No extra space for an office? No problem! Create a multifunc-

tional living room and home office, or tuck a home office into  

a kitchen cabinet. Got an empty corner? It’s the perfect spot 

for a work zone complete with a desk, chair, computer, and  

of course, some fun office accessories!   

 

Formal Living Room:

•	 Gets a pair of built-in bookcases; one side functions as a business 
home office specifically designed to hold a computer, a pull-out 
shelf for a keyboard, and storage. The other side holds the fun 
stuff—a TV with components and plenty of open display shelving.  

•	 Keeping the function and look of a living room with the rest of the 
space—sofa, chair, coffee table, area rug, window treatments all 
make for a welcoming/cozy office setting.

Cabinet as Office: 

•	 Customize a pantry cabinet to include a small kitchen office 	
or drop spot space

•	 Lap top area, charging station, bulletin board, and shelving 	
are all tucked behind a pocket cabinet door. 

•	 Instead of standard kitchen drawers, use filing cabinet drawers 	
for kid’s homework, personal papers, and family storage.

As you embark on creating your personalized home office 

remember these three things:

1. �Embrace habits—if you are messy that’s okay. Design  

storage into your office like closed cabinets and fun  

boxes for supplies. 

2. �Find a spot where you can be productive. If it’s not the  

current home office then find the right space for you.

3. And finally, Make It Yours! 

Meredith Erickson
She loves… vibrant orange, tea towels, blue  
Le Creuset cookware, seeded glass, The Brontes, 
and the beach in the early fall.

But what is Tuscan Blue Design’s Owner and Principal Designer  
passionate about? Developing a design idea into a complete space  
that provides beautiful solutions. Trained in Interior Design at Auburn 
University’s School of Architecture, Meredith understands that style 
goes beyond finishing touches into the structure and layout of the space. 
And she knows attention to details provide both style and solutions.
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